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Income Disparity Is Greatest in New York, Census Finds

By SAM ROBERTS

October 28, 2011

Income inequality is greater in New York State and in the New York City region than in any other state or metropolitan area in the country, according to the Census Bureau.

Seven states ranked higher on the three measures of income inequality used by the Census Bureau than the nation as a whole, the Census says in a new report. New York topped that list, followed by Connecticut. The income gap in eight major metropolitan areas was also higher than the national average. The New York metropolitan area topped that list, too. 

In terms of cities and income inequality, New York ranked seventh, behind Atlanta; New Orleans; Washington; Miami; Gainesville, Fla.; and Athens, Ga.

In a breakdown of New York City neighborhoods, the biggest income gap is in Morningside Heights-Hamilton Heights, Manhattan. The median household income for the area is $207,053 for those in the highest one-fifth of the population compared with $6, 073 for those in the lowest one-fifth.

The lowest disparity is in Bellerose-Rosedale in Queens (where the median household income runs from $20,961 to $173,089). In three Manhattan neighborhoods, the Upper East and West Sides and Greenwich Village, the top 5 percent of households make an average of over $1 million.

“One would not expect much income inequality in neighborhoods consisting of new high-priced houses,” the bureau’s report said. “Nor would one expect much in neighborhoods consisting of low-rent private or public housing.”

“On the other hand,” added Daniel H. Weinberg, assistant director at the bureau, “others would say that diversity in incomes among neighbors can enhance the social environment.”

New York state is also home to the community with the lowest income gap in the country: Country Knolls, a suburban enclave between Albany and Saratoga Springs upstate, where the 1,700 residents live in homes with a median value of about $275,000 and who have a median household income of more than $109,000. Nobody there lives below the federal poverty level.
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